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Salisbury University Police Department

CHAPTER 71 — PROCESSING AND TEMPORARY DETENTION

The Directives in this chapter relate to the function of temporary detention areas maintained by this department.

71.1  Authorization
71.1.1 Rooms Authorized for Detainee Processing, Testing and Temporary Detention

Officers often need to temporarily detain persons as part of the arrest and booking process or prior to
transporting them to the Wicomico County Detention Center’s Central Booking facility or other facility.
Circumstances are often unpredictable and it may be necessary to use a room, space or area with the University
Police Department to separate persons under arrest, maintain control, complete reports, conduct interviews
and/or perform tests.

The University Police Department shall hold detainees for the shortest possible time, in temporary
detention only,
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71.3  Temporary Detention Rooms

71.3.1 Procedures for Detention

A.

Chapter 71

All detainees transported to the University Police Department will enter through the rear door of
the Squad Room. The transporting officer will notify the Communications Center of his/her
arrival at the rear of the building at which time Communications personnel will monitor, via video
security cameras, the detainee’s entrance into the building through the Squad Room door.

Video cameras are installed at strategic locations in and around the Police Department for the
safety and security of personnel, vehicles or any potential problems related our the agency’s
functions. Locations include the rear parking area, Squad Room and Temporary Detention and
Processing areas.

Once the rear door is secured, officers will place their firearm in the wall-

pg. 3 5t Ed.



Chapter 71

Officers will not dispense medications to, or allow self-medication by, detainees unless they are
legal prescription medications that can be verified by a pharmacy, Physician’s Desk Reference or
detainee’s health care practitioner. Detainees needing medications not in their possession at the
time of their arrest will be afforded opportunities to place calls in order to have medications
delivered. Officers will not transport detainees to their residence to retrieve medications.

Neither temporary detention (room 152A or 158) shall contain more than two persons at any
one time. Adult detainees will be of the same gender if held in the same detention room.
Juvenile detainees will be of the same gender if held in the same detention room. Detainees
(adult or juvenile) of the opposite gender will be separated using both detention areas. At all
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71.3.2 Securing Detainees - Immovable Object

Detainees held in temporary detention areas may be secured to anchor devices such as a bolt or ring
specifically designed for this purpose. Detainees will not be secured to chairs, desks or other objects not designed
for temporary detention.

71.3.3 Security of Temporary Detention Rooms

As some detainees may pose a potential threat to themselves and agency personnel, safety precautions
should be taken while in custody. As such, all personnel shall comply with the following:

A.

Chapter 71

All officers, of this agency or another police agency, shall secure their firearm in the wall-
mounted lock box located in the Squad Room or at the administrative entrance prior to entering
the processing room or managing detainees. All weapons will be secured prior to handcuffs being
removed from detainees. No employees or any other person will enter the temporary detention
or processing areas while in possession/wearing a firearm.

Other weapons in possession of an officer may be carried into the detention areas (ie. utility
knives, batons, chemical spray, etc) to be used only in the immediate defense of oneself and
others. Evidentiary weapons will be placed in property/evidence lockers.

Panic or duress alarms are equipped in the temporary detention areas Room 152A and 158. If an
officer needs immediate assistance with a detainee who has become violent, is attempting to
escape, etc, the officer will activate the panic alarm which will prompt Communications Center
personnel to notify immediate assistance from other officers on-duty. Officers may also activate
the panic button located on their portable radio.

The detention areas are limited access areas. Only certain persons are located in these areas
when a detainee is being held to include:

1. Sworn personnel directly associated with the case or processing of detainee;

2. Detainees;

3. Medical personnel, as needed for the detainee in the event of illness or injury, who will
be accompanied by sworn personnel at all times;

4. Attorneys with the provisions that:
a. If the detainee is violent, or is at risk for escape, or has been so uncooperative

to the point that officers deem it necessary to maintain physical control of the
detainee, he/she will remain handcuffed and secured to the bench.
b. Otherwise, the detainee and his/her attorney will be permitted to confer in the
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71.4  Temporary Detention Facility Conditions

71.4.1 Physical Conditions

The temporary detention/processing areas have adequate lighting and air circulation per code. Although
not specifically located within either the designated temporary detention room or the processing area, detainees
have access to water, restrooms, sink and a telephone in a timely manner. If the detainee requests the use of
either of these, requests will be provided as soon as practical. Detainees who have been subjected to chemical
spray will be provided the opportunity to flush their eyes
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71.5 Processing and Testing

71.5.1 Security Precautions

A.

Chapter 71

Any person (detainee, suspect, etc) in the processing room or temporary detention room,
whether in custody or not in custody, will be under observation by Communications Center
personnel via video surveillance systems. Whenever a detainee is removed from the processing or
temporary detention area, he/she will be escorted and under constant supervision by the officer.

Officers will at all times exercise weapons control by placing their firearm in the wall-mounted
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